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Afternoon Book Club’s reading choices for 2025 
Here are the books we will be discussing at these meeting dates: 
 
 
 

Tuesday, January 21st at 1:30 pm: The Book Woman’s Daughter by Kim 
Michele Richardson 
 
"In the ruggedness of the beautiful Kentucky mountains, Honey Lovett has always known 
that the old ways can make a hard life harder. As the daughter of the famed blue-skinned, 
Troublesome Creek packhorse librarian, Honey and her family have been hiding from the 
law all her life. But when her mother and father are imprisoned, Honey realizes she must 
fight to stay free, or risk being sent away for good. Picking up her mother's old packhorse 
library route, Honey begins to deliver books to the remote hollers of Appalachia. Honey 

is looking to prove that she doesn't need anyone telling her how to survive. But the route can be 
treacherous, and some folks aren't as keen to let a woman pave her own way. If Honey wants to bring 
the freedom books provide to the families who need it most, she's going to have to fight for her place, 
and along the way, learn that the extraordinary women who run the hills and hollers can make all the 
difference in the world." 

 
 

Tuesday, February 18th at 1:30 pm: The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
 
"When Kate Chopin's classic was first published in 1899, charges of sordidness and 
immorality seemed to consign it into obscurity and irreparably damage its author's 
reputation. But a century after her death, The Awakening is widely regarded as Kate 
Chopin's great achievement and a celebrated work of early feminist literature. Through 
careful, subtle changes of style, Chopin shows the transformation of Edna Pontellier, a 
young wife and mother, who - with tragic consequences - refuses to be caged by married 
and domestic life, and claims for herself moral and erotic freedom.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, March 18th at 1:30 pm: The art thief : a true story of love, crime, 
and a dangerous obsession by Michael Finkel 
 
“For centuries, works of art have been stolen in countless ways from all over the world, 
but no one has been quite as successful at it as the master thief Stéphane Breitwieser. 
Carrying out more than two hundred heists over nearly ten years-in museums and 
cathedrals all over Europe-Breitwieser, along with his girlfriend who worked as his 
lookout, stole more than three hundred objects, until it all fell apart in spectacular fashion. 
In The Art Thief, Michael Finkel brings us into Breitwieser's strange and fascinating world." 
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Tuesday, April 15th at 1:30 pm: The German Girl by Armando Correa 
 
“Before everything changed, young Hannah Rosenthal lived a charmed life. But now, in 
1939, the streets of Berlin are draped with red, white, and black flags; her family's fine 
possessions are hauled away; and they are no longer welcome in the places that once 
felt like home. Hannah and her best friend, Leo Martin, make a pact: whatever the future 
has in store for them, they'll meet it together. Hope appears in the form of the SS St. 
Louis, a transatlantic liner offering Jews safe passage out of Germany. After a frantic 
search to obtain visas, the Rosenthals and the Martins depart on the luxurious ship bound 
for Havana. […] From one day to the next, impossible choices are offered, unthinkable 
sacrifices are made, and the ship that once was their salvation seems likely to become 
their doom.” 

 
 
Tuesday, May 20th at 1:30 pm: Mockingbird Summer by Lynda Rutledge 

 
“In segregated High Cotton, Texas, in 1964, the racial divide is as clear as the railroad 
tracks running through town. It's also where two girls are going to shake things up. This 
is the last summer of thirteen-year-old Corky Corcoran's childhood, and her family hires 
a Haitian housekeeper who brings her daughter, America, along with her. Corky is quick 
to befriend America and eager to share her favorite new "grown-up" novel, To Kill a 
Mockingbird. America's take on it is different and profoundly personal. As their friendship 
grows, Corky finds out so much more about America's life and her hidden skill: she can 
run as fast as Olympian Wilma Rudolph! When Corky asks America to play with her girls' 
softball team for the annual church rivals game, it's a move that crosses the color line and 
sets off a firestorm. As tensions escalate, it fast becomes a season of big changes in High 

Cotton. For Corky, those changes will last a lifetime.” 
 
 
 
Tuesday, June 17th at 1:30 pm: The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters 

 
“A four-year-old Mi'kmaq girl goes missing from the blueberry fields of Maine, sparking a 
tragic mystery that haunts the survivors, unravels a family, and will remain unsolved for 
nearly fifty years. July 1962. A Mi'kmaq family from Nova Scotia arrives in Maine to pick 
blueberries for the summer. Weeks later, four-year-old Ruthie, the family's youngest child, 
vanishes. She is last seen by her six-year-old brother, Joe, sitting on a favorite rock at the 
edge of a berry field. Joe will remain distraught by his sister's disappearance for years to 
come. In Maine, a young girl named Norma grows up as the only child of an affluent 
family. Her father is emotionally distant, her mother frustratingly overprotective. Norma 
is often troubled by recurring dreams and visions that seem more like memories than 

imagination. As she grows older, Norma slowly comes to realize there is something her parents aren't 
telling her. Unwilling to abandon her intuition, she will spend decades trying to uncover this family 
secret.” 
 
 
 
When you are ready to read, please contact the Library and request the book title you’d like. 
Please plan to request your book(s) 1-2 weeks before you plan to start reading. 
We usually meet at the Lewiston Senior Center. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to call or email Sonora at 716-745-3555 or smiller@nioga.org  


